
SCRIPTWRITING: 
SCRIPT FORMAT: 

 
1. Look Professional: 

  
- CLEAN and easy to read. 
- SPELLING has to be correct. 
- Just because it is a script doesn’t mean you can ignore 

GRAMMAR. 
 

2. Rules: 
 
Do’s: 

- Break up dialogue with description. 
- Written in ‘master’ scenes. 
- Use active words in description. 
- Concise character description. 
- Metaphors and similes. 

- You can use FADE IN and FADE OUT but avoid using them 

too often. 
 

 Don’ts: 
- Do not cover a page in dialogue – break up with description. 
- Never more than 6 lines of description in one section. 
- No shot selections. 
- Do not ‘right justify’ 
- Do not centre dialogue. 
- Avoid parentheticals. 
- Do not use “we see” or “we hear”. 
- Avoid bold text. 
- Avoid abbreviations. 
- No synopsis. 
- No character lists. 
- No actor suggestions.  

 
 
 



3. Specific Rules: 
 

Font: 
- COURIER – 12 

 
Slug-line: 

- Marks the beginning of a new scene. 
- E.G: 

EXT.  NEIGHBOURHOOD STREET – MORNING 

 

 

 

 
Margins: 

- Typically:  
- 1.5 Inches from left. 
- 1 inch from right.  

 

Pages: 
- Numbered, top right and always with a full stop. 

 

Spacing’s: 
 

SLUG LINE 

Double space 

FIRST LINE OF DESCRIPTION 

Double space 

CHARCTERS NAME 

DIALOGUE  

Double space 

DESCRIPTION 

Triple space 
 

NEW SCENE 

 

The End: 
THE END – Two lines after the last line. 

Single space 

Double Space Single Space 



 

Donnie Darko: 
Incorporates all aspects of these rules. 

 
 



 


